
CALIFORNIA REX;IONAL WATER QUALITY (X)NTROL OOARD
SAN FRANCIS(X) BAY REX;ION

ORDER NO. 88-038

UPDATED WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

CITY OF PAlO AI1I'O
ClASS III SOLID WASTE DISrosAL SITE
PAlO ALTO, SANTA CI:ARA <XlUNI'Y

The california Re:l'ional water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. The Palo Alto landfill is owned and operated by the city of Palo Alto
(hereinafter referred to as the discharger). The discharger, by
application dated December 1, 1987, as amended February 11, 1988, has
applied for revision of waste Discharge Requirements (WDR), pursuant to
Title 23, Chapter 3, Subchapter 15 of the california Administrative Code
(Subchapter 15), for the continued operation of the Palo Alto Class III
landfill in Palo Alto, santa Clara County. The project site, as shown on
Attachment A, which is incorporated herein and made a part of this Order,
is located at the southwestern margin of San Francisco Bay, at the
northeastern extremity of Embarcadero Road, adjacent to the Mayfield
SlOUgh.

2. The landfill is located on fomer salt marsh along the edge of San
Francisco Bay and was operated as a refuse burn site during the early
part of the century. In approximately 1954, refuse burning was
di.scorrtinued, and the site began operation as a sanitary landfill. The
landfill has been constructed primarily by placing waste materials on the
ground surface, appro-x:imately at sea level. The only portion of the
landfill known to have been excavated prior to landfilling is an area of
approximately 3000 square feet in the northwestern corner of the site.
Located here were three sludge drying ponds for the Palo Alto Re:l'ional
water Quality Control Plant, which were constructed by excavating to a
depth of roughly ten feet. In the early 1960's the south end of Mayfield
Slough was closed off and filled with refuse. landfilling operations
since 1974 have generally been over the older landfill deposits: this
practice will continue until the site has reached capacity. The site
receives both household refuse and construction debris.

3. The landfill currently occupies approximately 146 acres. Maximum
landfill elevation was anticipated to be approximately 50 feet above MSL,
providing an approximate remaining lifetime of 4 years. The discharger
has proposed to increase the landfill height to 60 feet above MSL to
provide an approximate remaining lifetime of 12 years, pursuant to design
plans included in the Report of Waste Discharge (ROWD) submitted by the
discharger on J:leCen'bE>.r 15, 1987. This report is hereby incorporated as a
part of this Order. The remaining lifetime approximations are based on a
disposal rate of approximately 300 tons of refuse and construction
debris per day.
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